
There was a man who loved 

dogs. He served as a  

speaker in various civic 

clubs to benefit the SPCA. 

He was known far and wide 

as a dog lover. One day his 

neighbor observed as he 

poured a new sidewalk from 

his house out to the street. 

About the time he smoothed 

out the last square foot of 

cement, a large dog strayed 

across his sidewalk leaving 

footprints in his wake. The 

man muttered something 

under his breath and 

smoothed out the footprints. 

He went inside to get some 

twine to string up around the 

sidewalk only to discover 

dog tracks in two directions 

on his new sidewalk. He 

smoothed those out and put 

up the twine. About five 

minutes later he looked out 

and the footprints indicated 

that the dog had cleared the 

fence, landed on his side-

walk and proceeded as he 

desired. The man was mad 

now. He toweled the wet 

concrete smooth again.  

As he got back to the porch 

he saw the dog come over 

and sit right in the middle of 

his sidewalk. He went inside 

got his gun and came out 

and shot the dog dead. The 

neighbor rushed over, "Why 

did you do that?" he       

inquired, "I thought you 

loved dogs". The man    

responded as he cradled his 

gun in the crook of his arm. 

"I do, I do like dogs, in the 

abstract, not in the          

concrete.  

I wonder if it might not be 

the same with forgiveness. 

We love it in the abstract, 

but when we really have 

something to forgive, we 

hate it in the concrete. 

Praise God that Jesus loves 

forgiveness! In the abstract, 

in the concrete, in you and 

in me, always and every-

where Jesus stands ready to 

forgive.   

 

 

I John 1:9 puts it so well: 

If we confess our sins, he   

is faithful and just and will  

forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all         

unrighteousness. 

Thanks be to God! 
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If you have a birthday this month and do not see your name listed, please call the church office so we can update your record. 

Do you have news you would like to 

share in our monthly newsletter?  

Contact the church office at 

ljfumc@ljfumc.org or 979-297-3046 

 

 

 Congratulations to 

Joe & Dorothy     

Morris on the birth of 

their newest great-grandson. 

 

Finn Douglas Wright was born 

on February 9th.  

  

       

 

 Brazos Mall  979-297-4002 

Bring in your church bulletin on      

Sundays or Wednesdays to receive 

10% off your bill and our church  

can get back another 10%! 

Just ask your server for  

more details. 

Brandy Barrett 



Condolences may be sent 

to her daughter and son-in

-law, Shirley & Mark   

Busbice, 57 Japonica 

Ct., Lake Jackson, TX 

77566. 

Please keep these families in 

your thoughts and prayers. 

Joyce Gaubatz 

Gretschel, a long-

time member of our 

church family, passed 

away on February 3rd. 

Condolences may be sent to her 

daughter and son-in-law, Sheryl 

& Mark Broaddus, 345 Redfish 

Dr., Freeport, TX 77541. 

Additionally, Dorothy Strate,  

another long-time member, 

passed away on February 27th.  

Sympathies 

Donations received in memory of: 

 

Valerie Larson 

Given by:  

J.R. & Bonnie Epps 

 

 

Memorials 
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John Motes 

Given by:  

Patricia Barron 
 

 

 

 

Prayer and Praise Notes: To request 

prayer through our Intercessory Prayer 

Team, complete the Prayer Request form 

on ConnectCard in your Sunday bulletin 

or contact the Church Office 979.297.3046 

or ljfumc@ljfumc.org. 

          Please say a special prayer for 2nd Lieutenant 

Christopher Colosimo, who has recently deployed 

with the US Marines.  

For the Colosimo family, as well as all others in our church family who     

have loved ones in military service, pray for God to give them peace that   

surpasses all understanding, protecting their hearts from needless worry. 

      Be strong in the Lord, and in His might power.  Ephesians 6:10 



lives. What can we learn 

from Mary’s humble act 

of washing Jesus’ feet? 

What did Jesus want us 

to learn from his gesture 

of washing the feet of 

his disciples?  Finally, we 

will celebrate the arrival 

of Jesus in Jerusalem 

and explore how people 

praised Him and also  

condemned Him out of 

confusion.  

The elementary 

March memory verse is: 

 “Blessings to the one 

who comes in the name 

of the Lord!”  

(Matthew 21:9) 

     What kind of 

relationship do we all 

desire to have with God? 

Do we want a casual one 

or one filled with       

intimacy and closeness?  

I don’t know about you 

but I want a personal 

relationship with my  

Savior!  

  This month our 

preschoolers will be 

learning about worship. 

We will focus on the 

many different ways we 

can nourish our relation-

ship with God through 

worship- praise, singing, 

offering thanks, and 

prayer. We will end the 

month with lots of 

shouting to Jesus!     

Hosanna! Hosanna! Our 

little ones will feel the 

excitement of those who 

witnessed Jesus’ arrival 

into Jerusalem on the 

back of a donkey colt. 

Our preschool memory 

verse for March is:  

“Shout with joy to        

the Lord!”  

(Psalm 100:1a) 

Elementary classes 

will also be preparing 

their hearts for Jesus’ 

resurrection. Jesus   

prepared his disciples 

for his departure with 

lessons of love and    

obedience. We will walk 

through those lessons 

and apply them to our 

Coming Up 
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Sunday, April 1st 

10AM 
for kids ages 

Preschool thru 5th Grade 

Palm 
Sunday 

March 25th 
9AM & 11AM Worship 

Come see our children wave the 
palms in remembrance of 

Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem 

Hosanna! Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the Lord! 



P a g e  5  V o l u m e  4 8 ,  I s s u e  3  

              Lindsay 

SO DEEPLY GRATEFUL! 

Stay tuned for more details……. 
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UM Army - June 3-9th in Port Neches, TX 

Vannysa and I have made the commitment to do Programs at UM Army this year for the 

first time. That means we are in charge of  worship,  games, fellowship, and the overall 

spirit and atmosphere of the camp. We are so excited about this opportunity.   

We went to training in Houston last weekend and are already in planning mode.  We’ll be 

meeting with our UM Army students very soon to get their event ideas, too. Since we will 

be doing so much of the planning for the camp, we can make sure that UM Army is even 

better than usual for our students and the whole camp. 

UM Army makes a difference in the lives of our students, adult volunteers, and to the 

communities where we work. Port Neches was hit very hard during Hurricane Harvey and 

we are blessed to be able to go help some homeowners in that area.  We are staying at 

First UMC Port Neches but Wesley UMC from Nederland will also be helping with meals 

for our camp. We will be attending UM Army with churches from Pearland, the Wood-

lands, and a few others. 

If you have not participated UM Army, please consider going and helping us on a work 

team,  in the kitchen, with safety or with programs. You will be a blessing and will be 

blessed. All students who are currently in 8th grade and older are   welcome to attend. 

Please call me with any questions because signup ends very soon.        

In His Service,  Kim 

UM Army  -   June 3 - 9  

in Port Neches, TX   

Signup at: 

www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/2558/ 
 

Current Signup Count:   3 Adults and 5 Students 

Signup Deadline:  March 20 

March 18th   

NO Sunday Night Youth 

 
March 25th  

Friendship Night 

5-7pm 

 

April 1st  

NO Sunday Night Youth 

Happy Easter  

 

April 8th 

Talent Show & Dinner 

5-7pm 

 

April 15th 

Food Fear Factor Night 

5-7pm 

 

 

Wednesday Night Bible 

Study continues… 

March 14th  

1-2:30pm 

 

March 21st and 28th  

6-7:30pm 

 March & April 

Sunday Night  

 

YOUTH  

SCHEDULE 

7th-12th Graders 
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FIRST YOUTH - FUN  FELLOWSHIP  FAITH  FOOD & FRIENDS 

AllStar Pizza with Danny Massey Someone should be making pancakes 

Hanging Out in the Youth Center 

Ministry Moment 

Guy’s Night Out Girl’s Night Out 

 

 

 

for supporting  

 

 

during our Superbowl Sub Sale and our Annual 

Angel Tree Pancake Supper. We could not do all 

we do without you!  

 

 

March 25th - Submerged in Spring  

3 to 4:30pm 

 

April 8th - Submerged in Talent  

Combine with Youth for the  

Talent Show & Dinner  

5 to 7pm 

 

April 22nd  - Submerged in the Hunt 

Scavenger Hunt 

3 to 4:30pm 

 

May  - End of School-Year Submerge  

Celebration* -  Ropes Course  

 

*This May celebration date will probably be moved to May 

20th due to Senior Sunday and Mother’s Day. 

5th & 6th 

Graders 

Faith & 

Fellowship 



the gift, and $2,735 of her      

annual income is tax free. Her 

church will receive the remaining 

balance of the annuity after her 

life, fulfilling her pledge to     

support the church.  

 

For more information on gift   

annuities and other life income 

gifts - "gifts that give back"-  

contact Heartspring Methodist 

Foundation at 713-533-3780, 

Let's say Mrs. Wilson, 78, has 

$50,000 in a CD at the bank that 

pays her 1 percent or $500 per 

year before taxes. She intends 

to leave the CD to the church in 

her will.     

 

Instead, if she uses the $50,000 

to  create a gift annuity, she'll 

receive   income for life at 

$3,300 per year (based on age), 

a tax deduction of $22,657 on 

800-521-9617 or  

office@heartspringmethodist.org.   

Get Income for Life with a Charitable Gift Annuity   

Stewardship Report as of 

02/28/2018 

Budget needs weekly .......... $      13,372  

Budget needs to date .......... $    115,883 

Budget receipts to date ....... $      97,559 
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      2018 Communion Offerings Amount Given 

January — Pastor's Discretionary Fund  

$    1,453 

February – Freeport Port Ministry 

$       688 

March - UMCOR 

$    1,932 



people have moved here because 

there have been many jobs available 

in the area. However, some of the 

companies hire workers on contract 

basis, then have layoffs when the 

job ends or the company funds run 

low. Overall, we have been able to 

provide assistance for 65 clients in 

the past two months! 

 

One young couple had just recently 

had a baby, so the wife was on   

maternity leave, and the husband 

was laid off for two months. This 

family was desperate for help! We 

made a pledge to help and also   

referred them to some other    

Christian agencies in the area.    

Together, we were able to pay most 

of their rent for that month, and 

then their landlord was gracious 

enough to help them look for more 

affordable housing. 

 

The Society of St. Stephen is a group of 

people from the First United Methodist 

Church, Chapelwood United Methodist 

Church, and Christ Lutheran Church 

who are committed to providing    

emergency or temporary assistance to 

local people in need.   

 

We are very grateful for your     

support! 

The Society of St.   

Stephen has been  in 

great demand for the 

past two months.  

There have been two 

recurring reasons for 

the recent influx of assistance      

requests we’ve received.  

 

First, the cold weather we experi-

enced in January and February 

caused electricity bills to increase 

significantly. For people on a fixed 

income, this creates great hardships. 

Our small contribution helps them 

over this hurdle. The second reason 

has to do with the fact that many 

Society of St. Stephen 
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The Grand re-opening is scheduled 

for Sunday morning, April 8 from 

8:30am to 12:30pm.  

Plan to stop by for a visit, grab a 

treat, and maybe even check out a 

book. 

For more information, please contact 

Kimberly Bowers at (979) 236-9427 

or berly8311@yahoo.com. 

The renovation of the church library 

continues to move forward. We are 

in the final stages and volunteers 

are needed to help with completing 

this project.  

See dates and times below for the 

upcoming work schedule and come 

join in. Any and all help would be 

greatly appreciated! 

March 23rd  9am - Noon 

March 27th 11am - 2pm 

March 29th 11am - 2pm 
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CIRCLE MEETING at  

CARRIAGE INN 

      3rd Monday of each month   9:30AM 

              Contact Phyllis Motes, 297-5296 

LADIES COVENANT GROUP 

1st & 3rd Sundays 

5:15pm in Wilson Parlor       

Childcare available 

         MOMS in PRAYER GROUP 

           9:30am     Wilson Parlor 
          Meets every Monday morning  

(during school year) 

    GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT 
      Friday, April 13th 5:30pm 

Location TBD 
          Contact Mary Helen Israel, 297-6968 or  

maryhisrael@gmail.com 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

March 21st  
 Wednesday of each month 11am 

Contact Linda Neumann  

                     blneumann@hotmail.com 

“Blessed is she who believed that the Lord would  

fulfill His promises to her.” 

— Luke 1:45 

 

 

 

Women’s Ministry Dinner 
Sunday, March 25th     5:00pm 

Asbury Room                    

All ladies are invited to attend! 

 

Join us as we share a meal, enjoy fellowship and help us 

shape this ministry into God’s instrument for the ladies in 

our community of believers. 

Beginning in March, Girls’ 

Night Out will take place on 

the 2nd Friday of each month  

rather than the 4th Friday. 

Watch for more information 

about future venues. 
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March 25 

Palm Sunday 

8AM  Worship in the Chapel 

9AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

  11AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
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March 29 

Maundy Thursday 

7PM Communion Service in the Sanctuary 

April 1 

Easter Sunday 

8AM  Worship in the Chapel 

9AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

10AM - Easter Egg Hunt on the Playground 

Preschool thru 5th grade 

  11AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
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Sunday Worship Service Times: 

  8am - Classic - Chapel 
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10am Sunday School - all ages! 
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